
Rembrandt's	Elephant
Following	in	Hansken's	Footsteps
by	Michiel	Roscam	Abbing

1	 May	 until	 25	 July	 2021	 -	 Exhibition	 in	 Museum	 Het
Rembrandthuis	 in	 Amsterdam	 about	 Hansken	 the	 Elephant.
The	author	Michiel	Roscam	Abbing	will	 be	 the	guest-curator.
His	 book	 Rembrandt's	 Elephant	 will	 be	 the	 catalogue	 of	 the
exhibition.	(delayed	because	of	Corona	virus)

Completely	 new	 and	 extended	 version	 of	 the	 original	 2006
publication.	 The	 author	 presents	 many	 new	 findings	 on	 the

elephant’s	itinerary,	new	images	and	stunning	facts.

Hansken	is	by	far	the	most	famous	elephant	of	the	seventeenth	century.	Brought	to	Holland	at
the	 request	 of	 the	 Prince	 of	 Orange,	 she	 arrived	 in	 Amsterdam	 in	 the	 summer	 of	 1633.	 Her
arrival	 did	 not	 go	 unnoticed.	 The	 elephant	was	 at	 once	 a	major	 attraction.	Until	 her	 death	 in
Florence	 in	1655,	she	would	continue	 to	astound	 the	public	with	her	 fixed	 repertoire	of	 tricks,
including	 fencing	 with	 a	 sword	 and	 firing	 a	 pistol.	 Kings,	 students,	 scholars,	 preachers	 and
travelers,	 everyone	 was	 interested.	 Hansken’s	 host	 of	 admirers	 included	 Rembrandt	 and
Stefano	della	Bella,	both	of	whom	saw	and	drew	her.
	
For	 many	 years	 a	 certain	 Cornelis	 Jacobs	 van	 Groenevelt	 criss-crossed	 Europe	 with	 the
celebrated	elephant.	It	is	possible	to	follow	this	triumphal	journey	using	countless	contemporary
mentions	and	depictions.	By	having	 researchers	 report	 information	about	Hansken	 to	 us,	 this
site	can	serve	to	 tell	her	story	ever	more	satisfactorily.	Hansken	remained	of	 importance	even
after	her	death.	Her	skeleton	is	still	preserved	and	was	used	by	early	naturalists	to	describe	the
species.	Since	2013	she	even	counts	as	the	type	specimen	for	Elephas	maximus
	
www.elephanthansken.com
	
'Remarkable	how	a	single	circus	animal	can	bring	the	Dutch	Golden	Age	so	vividly	to	life'
De	Volkskrant
	
Additional	Information:
Published	2016	(Leporello)	-	Complete	English	translation
ISBN:	9789079624195	–	136	pages	-	Colour	&	b/w	illustr.	-	Paperback
Rights:	World	(excl.	World	English)

Humanity's	End	as	a	New	Beginning
World	Disasters	in	Myth
by	Mineke	Schipper	(Essay	&	Selected	Myths)
Art	by	Yuriko	Fujita	Yamaguchi

Foreword	by	Pierre	Audit

'A	work	of	shared	fate	and	hope’	
	
Long	 before	 scholars	 started	 wondering	 and	 worrying	 about

The	 End,	 storytellers	 provided	 their	 own	 answers	 in	 myths.	 How	 longwillpeoplebeallowed
tocontinuehandling	the	earth	and	their	fellow	men	without	respect,	before	the	gods	are	going	to
intervene?	And	what	will	happento	us	humans?	Will	fire	from	heaven	set	our	earth	ablaze?	Will
a	pandemic	break	out?	Or	will	we	all	be	drowned?

This	 book	 by	 Mineke	 Schipper	 inspired	 Yuriko	 Yamaguchi	 to	 create	 a	 series	 of	 art	 works
depicting	 both	 the	 growing	 despair	 and	 the	 ultimate	 hope	 conveyed	 by	 these	 thrilling	 stories
from	all	over	the	globe.	A	book	about	our	worrisome	world	with	encouraging	echoes	of	hope.

Dr	Mineke	Schipper	is	Emeritus	Professor	of	Intercultural	Literary	Studies	at	Leiden	University
of	 and	 the	 author	 of	 academic	 books,	 literary	 essays	 and	 novels,	 including	 Never	 Marry	 a
Woman	with	Big	Feet.Proverbs	about	Women	from	Around	the	World,	and	Naked	or	Covered,	A
History	of	Dressing	and	Undressing	Around	the	World.	

Yuriko	Yamaguchi	 is	a	Japanese-American	artist	and	sculptor,	 residing	 in	 the	US.	Her	works
have	been	exhibited	in	the	US,	Japan	and	Europe.	 ‘I	 found	my	purpose	in	creating	works	that
remind	 people	 we	 are	 all	 connected	 in	 many	 overlapping	 webs	 (…)	 family	 origin,	 economic
stressors,	religious	beliefs,	nature,	time,	place	and	technology.’
	
Additional	Information:
Published	2021	(Leporello)	-	ISBN:	9789079624997
Paperback	-	Available	in	English	translation	-	148	Pages
Rights:	World	(excl.	World	English)

Rolling	Stones	in	America
by	Brian	Ireland
This	 monograph	 about	 the	 Rolling	 Stones	 and	 the	 United
States	 in	 the	 time	 period	 from	 1964	 to	 1972	 explores	 the
band’s	 musical	 development,	 live	 on	 stage	 and	 in	 studio
recordings.	 It	measures	 their	 impact	and	reception,	 focussing
particularly	 on	 the	 rapid	 social,	 cultural	 and	 political
developments	 of	 the	 era.	 In	 addition,	 this	 book	 explores	 the
Stones’	 relationship	 with	 the	 counterculture	 in	 all	 its	 forms,
from	 the	 apolitical	 ‘freaks’	 and	 ‘heads’	 to	 those	 political
radicals	who	saw	the	Stones	as	allies	in	the	battle	against	the
Establishment,	those	who	were	always	pushing	the	Stones	to
do	 more,	 but	 were	 destined	 for	 disappointment.	 It	 also
proposes	 that	 the	 Stones’	 1972	 ‘Exile’	 tour	 should	 be
considered	as	a	marker	for	the	end	of	the	‘Sixties’,	the	political
era	between	 the	assassination	of	President	John	F.	Kennedy
and	 the	 Watergate	 investigation,	 and	 also	 the	 timeframe	 of
major	American	 involvement	 in	 the	Vietnam	War.	This	period
transcends	the	calendar	end	of	the	decade,	and	encompasses

all	the	era’s	great	ideas,	myths,	hopes,	and	dreams,

While	the	Stones’	longevity	and	fame	might	suggest	they	have	always	been	successful,	in	reality
they	had	to	work	hard	to	make	their	mark	in	the	United	States.	For	instance,	a	number	of	dates
on	their	first	American	tour	in	1964	had	to	be	cancelled	due	to	low	or	non-existent	ticket	sales.
At	 a	 gig	 at	 the	 San	 Antonio	 State	 Fair	 they	 suffered	 the	 humiliation	 of	 sharing	 the	 bill	 with
performing	seals.	During	their	second	American	tour	later	that	year,	their	appearance	on	the	Ed
Sullivan	Show	caused	so	many	complaints	that	Sullivan	vowed	never	to	host	them	again.

Yet	in	the	latter	half	of	the	1960s	the	Stones	produced	some	of	the	most	exciting	music	of	the
era,	 releasing	a	series	of	singles	and	albums	matched	 in	popularity	and	 influence	only	by	 the
Beatles.	Their	music	was	 inspired	by	 their	 devotion	 to	American	blues,	 a	 love	affair	 that	was
eventually	 reciprocated	by	 those	black	artists	 they	 tried	 to	emulate.	However,	 the	Stones	also
put	 their	own	stamp	on	 the	blues,	 injecting	 those	songs	with	an	energy	 that	proved	attractive
mainly	and	paradoxically	to	young,	white	audiences.
Further	on,	when	Jagger	and	Richards	began	to	write	their	own	music,	it	remained	infused	with
American	 influences,	yet	also	somehow	transcended	any	particular	genre.	The	Stones	did	not
simply	copy	American	musical	 tropes;	 their	own	experiences	as	young	men	growing	up	 in	 the
post-war	years	of	austere,	repressed	England	led	them	to	embrace	freedom	and	individuality	in
ways	that	proved	very	attractive	to	American	audiences.	When	they	proclaimed	they	‘can’t	get
no	satisfaction’,	many	young	Americans	empathised	with	that	sentiment.	The	American	Dream
was	failing	before	their	eyes:	its	promises	seemed	unobtainable	in	an	era	of	civil	rights	abuses,
inequality,	and	war.	Stones’	music	was	a	form	of	entertainment	that	both	expressed	that	pent-up
frustration	and	also	acted	as	an	outlet	for	protest	against	the	status	quo.

While	this	book	provides	a	historical	treatment	of	the	Rolling	Stones	and	America	in	the	Sixties,
with	thorough	citing	of	sources	required	by	historians	and	students,	 it	 is	also	written	 in	a	clear
and	accessible	style	to	appeal	to	the	widest	potential	audience.	Stones’	fans	will	discover	much
new	 material	 here,	 that	 has	 been	 unearthed	 from	 obscure	 underground	 and	 alternative
newspapers,	 as	 well	 as	 a	 previously	 unexplored	 reading	 of	 the	 Stones’	 American	 journey,
significantly	 just	 in	 time	 for	2022	-	 the	60th	anniversary	of	 the	Stones’	 formation,	and	also	 the
50th	anniversary	of	their	legendary	1972	American	Tour.

	
Additional	Information:
Seeking	initial	publication	as	well	as	Foreign	Rights	-	approx.	110.000	words.
Rights:	World

Diary	of	a	Beatlemaniac
A	Fab	Iinsider's	Look	at	the	Beatles	Era

Driven	by	the	frenzy	of	fan	clubs,	Beatles	concerts,	and
endless	dreams	and	meeting	schemes,	Diary	of	a
Beatlemaniac:	A	Fab	Insider's	Look	at	the	Beatles	Era	romps
through	the	heady,	roller-coaster	days	of	Beatlemania	as	seen
through	the	eyes	of	one	Philadelphia	schoolgirl	and	her	band
of	'Beatle	Buddies.'	
	
Compiled	from	the	author's	own	diary	and	extensive
scrapbooking,	and	featuring	a	wealth	of	original	photographs
and	exclusive	interviews	with	Victor	Spinetti	and	Hy	Lit,	this
extraordinary	slice	of	life	peeks	into	the	heart	of	an	inner-city
teen	at	the	forefront	of	Beatlemania.
	
For	Beatlemaniacs	of	any	age,	this	memoir	offers	a	unique
glimpse	into	the	groovy	days	of	the	Swingin'	Sixties	and	the

chance	to	relive	the	magic	of	the	pop-culture	phenomenon	called	the	Beatles.
	
	
Additional	Information:
Published	2018	(Cynren	Press)
ISBN:	9781947976030	–	214	pages	-	Paperback	-	31	Illustration/photo's
Rights:	World
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Non	Fiction Bekijk	de	webversie

Newsletter	May

Find	books	that	will	fit	your	list.	Each	month	several	titles/subjects
will	be	highlighted:	this	month	it	is	art	&	music.	These	books	will	be	a

real	addition	to	your	list.	PDF's	can	be	send	on	request.
Any	queries	please	contact	the	agency.
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you	can	unsubscribe	here.	•	You	can	also	view	and	edit	your	subscription.	•	Please	add
b.lit.agency@gmail.com	to	your	address	book	to	ensure	our	emails	continue	to	reach

your	inbox.
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